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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for exami- 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease, 
Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated 
public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes ‘‘feebly 


The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty years 
ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually for 
short periods. 
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LEPROSARIUM LUXE 


Sister Cathrine Sullivan, Sister 
Daughters Charity St. Vincent Paul 
Merillac Seminary, Normandy, Missouri 


Editor’s Foreword: have many fine and 
understanding friends throughout the coun- 
try who areever ready toturn the light 
knowledge and truth Hansen’s disease, 
but asked toname the Number 
One champion our cause would, with- 
out hesitation and all sincerity, reply 
Catherine’’. Before assuming her pre- 
sent administrative position Sister Cathrine 
spent years daily active duty this 
hospital. Hers authoritative voice. 

Sister Catherine frequently speaks befo 
medical and nursing groups enlighten 
them disease and 
says Sister Catherine, ‘‘are honest 
and willing and frank admit their 
rance Hansen’s disease but they are eager 
and receptive accepting information about 
Once she went Dallas, Texas, speak 
Hospital Administration but wound 
devoting most her time talking about 
Hansen’s disease, for, she says, ‘‘You know 
how when you have anything heart-- 
get around anyway, like the man 
whose specialty was whales, and who had 
way saying, ‘Speaking violets, have you 
ever noticed that whales, etc. etc.’ 

Sister Catherine’s chief aim, her hope, her 
life’s ambition, educate the public 
that the 6,000 year old accumulation fear, 
prejudice and ignorance may finally over- 
come and patients with Hansen’s disease 
will longer subjected quarantine 
restrictions any kind. 

* 

There something new under the 
sun! Leprosy not ‘‘dread disease’’. 
Persons who have contracted are not 
The personnel who care for 
them are not nor 
Aplace which both patients and per- 
sonnel wage battle—of which, more 
anon—is not isolated island the 
tropics. Visiting relatives and friends 
not approach fearfully nor depart 
tearfully. The patients are not 


you can take these 
on2 per cent face value, you 
more the United States arine Hos- 
pital Carville, Louisiana, the only 
place inthe United States where rer- 
sons with disease are received 
and cared for. 

Hansen’s disease? Certainly. That 
the modern and term fcr the 
dis2as2 once called leprosy. much 
invincible clung the old 
term, that some medical 
the United States (and they are being 
rapidly followed those other coun- 
tries) decided jettison tre word— 
with the fervent that would 
sunk without trace. Shakespeare was 
far from correct when airily stated 
the non-importance name. 

Textbooks are not more than one 
third correct when they state: ‘‘Han- 
sen’s disease (Leprosy) chronic, 
cummunicable disease the skin and 
nerves, whose causative organism 
disease; those who are most keenly in- 
terested from both pathological 
sociological viewpoint, readily 
admit that chronic, since dura- 
tion twenty-five years not uncom- 
mon’ But whether communica- 
ble disease the commonly accepted 
meaning the term, whether the 
Hansen’s Bacillus the causative or- 
ganism, remains proved. 

The one big thing that has been done 
this disease during the six thousand 
years that mankind has plagued him- 
self with it—for actually, has plagued 
himself; the disease itself not ter- 
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rible— was done some seventy years 
ago Armaur Hansen, Norwegian 
physician who isolated the 
But date, despite continuous and 
earnest research, not one case Han- 
sen’s has been reproduced with the 
Bacillus. 

Until this done, the problem the 
mode transmission the disease, 
which the problem Hansen’s, will 
remain unsolved. The 
most frequently asked the ordinary 
citizen is: ‘‘How you catch The 
truthful answer, those 
conducted scientific the pro- 
blem is: ‘‘We not Out the 
study and research this positive state- 
communicable, very feebly From 
this follows that the mass hyster.a 
that has often and alas, 
still too often accompanies diagr.osis 
this disease, uncalled for fear 
becomes much ashamed its atti- 
tude towards the 
New Englanders finally became their 
fear witches, long step towards 
eliminating the social injustice done 
such patients will have been taken. 

Briefly, tse history this disease 
the United States this. has been 
known the Gulf Coast States since 
Colonial times. The first cases reported 
occurred Louisiana, where was, 
presumably, introduced theimpor- 
tation slaves from the West Indies. 
For more than hundred years was 
problem that state, and 
ly, 1894, the Louisiana Leper 
was established. The Daughters Char- 
ity St. Vincent Paul were asked 
take charge it; medical attention be- 
Doctor from New Orleans. Sisters 
have served nurses, and other 


capacities, continuously 
time. 1921, the United States Public 
Health Service became interested 
Hansen’s disease, and after ewhat 
lengthy negotiations, the State Insti- 
tution, 1921, passed into Federal 
hands. was completely rebuilt and 
the bed capacity increased from one 
hundred five hundred. the trans- 
fer name was changed the nited 
States Marine Carville, 
Louisiana. Actually, course, only 
one class patients cared for there 
—persons suffering dis- 
ease are the only class patients who 
are entitled Federal Government 
care and this reason their disease 
and not reason some previous 
service required special 
Act Congress authorize the Pub- 
lic Health enter this field. 
The Daughters Charity, all 
whom are registered, are the only 
nurses. these Sisters are not engag- 
nursing, they have the qualifica- 
tions the Civil Service for 
that particular work which they are 
assigned. are two 
tians the Staff, Clinical Clerk, 
Pharmacist, and Laboratory Techni- 
cian. Several the Sister-nurses have 
had special training physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy and radiography. 
The Government liberally, 
one would say lavishly, for the 
patients’ needs. the very best 
surgical attention, the Ad- 
ministration carries recreational 
and educational program. However, 
there one exception this: The Gov- 
ernment cannot spend one cent for the 
patients’ spiritual benefit. The Catholic 
Chapel—a gem Romanesque archi- 
tecture— was built chiefly through do- 
nations secured the Catholic Exten- 
sion Society; the Protestant Chapel, 
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was built the American Mission 


Lepers. For the past sixteen years Rev- 
erend Abbot Paul, has been 
the rare combination 
saintliness and wit makes him uni- 
versal favorite with bo.h personnel 
and patients. 

one who has for many years 
watched this incessant battle not 
against disease, but against the more 
deadly and treacherous foes centu- 
ries-old prejudice, offspring igno 
rance and fear, the men and women 
(and oh! the pity it, the little child- 
ren) seem less patients than sol- 
diers. Soldiers who rank 
with defenders, for, 
hopelessiy they figkt 
foe that has mercy, gives quarter, 
and has never known defeat. much, 
too.much has been written 
who fall, grievously wounded, the 
battle. reporter, detail- 
not the cause for which the fight was 
waged, nor the bravery the comba- 
tants, but gave only detailed descrip- 
tions mangled limbs and shell-torn 
faces. 


fear Hansen’s disease. And though 
the cruelty begotten that fear un- 
intentional, cruelty nevertheless. 
During the more than fifty years that 
the Daughters Charity have been 
nursing the patients, not one has con- 
tracted the disease. excessive, not 
even obvious, precautions are used, 
and none are needed. 


‘‘Nothing encouraging toa hard 
pressed army the prospect victory, 
and when this therapeutic garrison 
sees even faint waver the ranks 
the enemy, bodily sufferings fade into 
negligibility. Here and there signs 
heartening was the sound bag- 


pipes besieged Lucknow, are noted. 
New York State has removed leprosy 
from the list quarantinable 
and patier that State are subject 
few restrictions. The United States 
Public Health Service issues 
erature the subject which infor- 
mative and most helpful. But the pre- 
judices ages will not conquered 
one agency nor one generation. 
More than one empty 
broken, more than one light held aloft, 
before this mendacious medical Madian 
yields the assault Truth’s trump- 
eters. this our countiy 
bia can eradicated from the ranks 
the medical and nursing professions, 
much will have been done. But there are 
some things must not satisfied 
with. Some years ago, from 
one the New Orleans asked: 
‘Sister, after many years 
this work, wkat your outstanding 
impression?’ outstancing impres- 
sion? For long secorc eye 
took the scene stretched out before 
landscaped grouncs, comfortable 
cottages, modern hospital, every fa- 
cility for physical and medical 
the humanitarian answer where hu- 
manity had nothing say. the 
worker their midst, ‘My 
outstanding impressicn that mercy 


have given broadcast 
(WGN) which have had greater re- 
sponce, than the one which gave 
bout the leprosarium Carville, 
states Dr. Preston Bradley, Pastor 
the Peoples Church Chicago, whose 
only creed ‘‘The Good- The True- 
The Beautiful’’. seems fitting that 
Dr. Bradley should speak our behalf 
his goal ‘‘a world enlightened 
knowledge, guided reason and ani- 
mated good 
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DISCHARGE ROAD 
Ann Page 


Upon entering this hospital for the 
first time the drive from the front gate 
the infirmary building seems 


short; not bit over its scant mile. 


After you’ve been here while and begin 
thinking that hoped for day 
nal drive out the front gate, with dis- 
charge paper grasped your hand, 
that road (despite its paved surface) 
stretches, your mind’s eye, long 
and full pitfalls the Mississippi 
River which flows constantly past the 
front gate. 

those long ago days, which 
wouldn’t want return were 
our power have them so, disch- 
arges were unusual events and the 
whys and wherefores were unknown. 
new patient was not advised 
treatment the Medical Staif and 
floundered sea uncertainty. 

Will you ever forget how you, the new 
patient, felt when someone said, ‘‘See 
that man just ahead us; he’s disch- 
from everyone else and you determined 
ask him how did it. Finally you 
cornered him and shot the questions, 
you mind telling how you 
got your discharge? What treatment 
did you take? discharge means 
much simply can’t waste 
years With bated breath you 
waited for the answer, whick you con- 
fidently felt would solve your problem. 
don’t know how why recovered. 
Some and some don’t. There isn’t 
shorctut take. There isn’t any choice 

treatment for Chaulmoogra oil, eit- 
her mouth injection, all there 
is. Frankly, never took drop 
was the disappointing reply. How 
hopelessiy the years ahead stretched 
only old timer knows and 


rather forget it. 

But this 1946 and the picture has 
changed until retrospect the years 
long gone seem have been uselessly 
wasted. 

Today you register patient and 
are examined the medical staff. The 
Doctors convene, decice what medica- 
tion you shall receive, pass the decision 
and you begin the prescribed course 
treatment. Very soon you learn from 
your fellow patients that now every 
month patients are being discharged 
but that you can scarcely hope for neg- 
ative tests less than years Pro- 
min Diasone treatment. This infor- 
mation gives you cefinite 
cling with this r2birth hope 
you religiously take your treatment and 
begin marking off the years. 

Under the old system you had one 
skin smear, test call them, 
until you had passed month- 
negatives. the you were 
undressed and tests taken from asmany 
places asthe Doctor wise; al- 
got through this you were fairly sure 
the 12th test would alright but the 
numbers who had our dreams 
blasted that rronth were far 
teo numerous. onth for year 
your nerves stand strain 
waiting long days know you’d 
mace the grade fallen the way- 
for the negative test list was 
only once month. 

Today still must make conse- 
cutive monthly negative tests but what 
improvement the new procedure is. 
After you have made good tests 
you are examined from head foot 
and few days told you’re 
negative positive. you pass this 


1946 THE STAR 


examination your 6th test that all 
important nasal smear. Along about 
the 9th 10th month you’re examined 
again you were the 4th 5th 
month. The last two months you can 
feel fairly certain you’re else the 
germ would have been found 
The nervous strain thus lessened and 
great deal easier fall early 
the year than those !ast few tests. 

New drugs, replacing the outmcded 
chaulmoogra oil, new procedures gov- 
erning the all tcsts, 
new outlook our illness the Med- 
ical Staff all add new bright- 
horizons for the Intrave- 
nous shots, now that you can see their 
wonderful results, are longer 
mares, blood tests are longer Cread- 
and the Laboratory not the 
dable barrier once seemed, refusing 
the right out that front gate 
arrested cases. 

Somehow the road from the Infirma- 
front gate has been shortened 
the many discharged patients now 
passing over seems rot nearly 
did. look forward now with feel- 
ing assurance that discharge 
waiting for oncc get Fro- 
min Diasone into our bodies. 


Consequently patients are more 

cheerful, more hopeful they have 
ever been. Once would have told any- 
one knew who had Hansen’s disease, 
and could afford private treatment, not 
come Carville. Today we’d tell them 
come with all haste; reap the benefits 
modern scientific and 
they would feellike new people. 
has fallenonthe tragic yesterdays and 
has risenon anew andbright today and 
all the tomorrows ahead us. 


COMING AND GOING 


the period from Jan. 1946, 
through March 31, 1946, ten patients 
were admitted this hospital. Not all 
these admissions were new 
some patients group were re-ad- 
missions. the same period nine pa- 
tients were discharged. Although the 
discharged patients are freeto leave 
the hospital and return their homes, 
several patients this group, for per- 
sonal reasons, elected remain here. 
the same period there were two 
deaths. Deaths this hospital are 
seldom caused from Hansen’s disease 
per se, but are usually due some 
complication orinter current disease. 


Leprosy Diagnosed Tuberculosis 

people have active leprosy and 
never know Dr. George 
Winston made that state- 
ment during the ninth annual meet- 
ing New Orleans Graduate Medical 
Assembly the Municipal Auditorium 
Tuesday. The young scientist who 
heads the department internal med- 
icine the Bowman Gray school 
medicine, Wake Forrest College, said, 
great many people who are diag- 
nosed having tuberculosis actually 
have leprosy. have found numerous 
indications people having had active 
leprosy and never knowing Dr. 
Harrell recognized authority 
several fields medicine. was prin- 
cipal speaker one sessicn the as- 
sembly and later headed clinic con- 
Orleans Times Pica- 
yune Apr. 

Dr. Harrell’s statement will probably 
astounding one the general public, even 
some the medical prcfession, but not 
the patients this hospital for know that 
some patients here now were diagnosed and 


treated for tuberculosis before the correct di- 
agnosis Hansen disease was made. 
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FORMER VISITS 

very few exceptions, find the 
patients considerably improved and 
I’m happy see all you looking 
well and such good said 
Officer Charge this hospital (1935- 
1940) who withMrs. Hasseltine was here 
week March, guests the 

The Hasseltines stopped over their 
way their Bristol, Vt., after 
spending the winter with their 
Col. Lee Hasseltine Fort Sill, Okla- 
homa. 

During his visit, Dr. Hasseltine came 
over the hospital daily. keenly ob- 
servant ever, Dr. Hasseltine was es- 
pecially interested our new building 
set-up which was begun his adminis- 
tration. renewed old acquaintances 
and made new ones amongthe patient 
body. Being statistically-minded 
delved into the records and came 
with the following infor mation, 
came here Nov. 1935 there were 372 
patients. 111 those patients are still 
here today. When left June 20, 1940 
there were 372 and that find 
that there are 231 still with you and 
135 new 

Dr. Hasseltine, now retired, one 
the Veterans the ‘‘Red Brick Build- 
(the famous old Hygienic Labora- 
tory the Public Health Service, 
where some the nation’s most out- 
standing scientists have worked, risk- 
ing their skins fight disease). 
maintains active interest modern 
medicine and special interest Han- 
sen’s disease. The current issue the 
ries important articles from his pen. 


The superior man slow his 
words and earnest his conduct. 
—Confucius 


April 
DENVER DOCTOR SERTES 
VIRGIN ISLAND PATIENTS 


Dr. Harry Altman, retired physician 
Denver, Colo., spent week here 
early March observing sulfa therapy 
Hansen’s disease. Dr. Altman 
route the Virgin Islands where 
will devote two months medical care 
and treatment the patients the 
leprosarium Christiansted, Croix. 
Dr. Altman returned the United 
States ten ago year’s 
stay the Islands during which time 
made trips the leprosarium and 
treated the became inter- 
ested these patients, who have been 
without medical care for yearsand vol- 
unteered give two months’ service 
every year during his lifetime care 
for them. 

asks financial remuneration 
except his transportation both ways. 
understand that his present trip was fi- 
nanced through the municipality and 
the American Mission. 

The Star has corresponded with sev- 
eral the patients Christiansted 
and have made repeated efforts in- 
terest certain groups improving the 
unfortunate conditions the leprosa- 
rium which said ‘‘a disgrace 
the American Flag’’. The leprosarium 
legally under the direction the mu- 
nicipality but the administration 
the Islands under the Department 
Interior. patients are citizens 
the United States. 

have received word rhat Dr. Alt- 
man has arrived Christiansted and 
has begun his visits the hospital. 
The patients are eager for Promin treat- 


vitamins and recessary lab- 


oratory check-ups but the prospect for 
such modern treatment does not look 
too bright unless some influential or- 
ganization goes bat for them. 
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SALUTE SERVICE 


The Daughters Charity St. Vin- 
cent Paul will quietly about their 
duties this hospital April 26th., 
exactly they any other day. 
The calendar, however, discloses 
this day marks very special occasion, 
the FIFTIETH year that the Sisters 
have served thepatients this hos- 
pital. 

was April 26, 1896 that the first 
four Sisters arrived Carville In- 
dian Camp Plantation) after 
journey the Mississippi the ri- 
ver packet Paul Only 
two rooms the old plantaticn 
sion (now the administration building) 
were habitable and here the Sisters 
took their residence, sharing their 
quarters with mosquitoes and 
snakes. One the Sisters succumbed 
malaria. Thus began period un- 
interrupted service and care, continued 
the Sisters and now reaching the 
half-century mark, first under Louisi- 
ana regime and then under the Federal 
Government. The Sisters 
group; Sister Beatrice Hart, Sister Mary 
Thomas Stokum, Sister Annie Costello 
and Sister Cyril Coupe are now de- 
ceasd. The only one the group who 
had the privilege visiting here under 
modern conditiors was Sr. Cyril who 
came here 1934 while she was station- 
Charity Hospital New Orleans. 

One the Sisters still here active 
duty arrived April, 1921 shortly after 
the Government took over the hospital. 
Anothér Sister duty has been 
here since 1922, while other Sistcrs 
the present group have been duty 
here for 15, and years. The Sisters 
feel about their work this leprosa- 
rium they would any other hos- 
pital; but most the patients are 
here for many years, there unusual 


understanding between nurse ard pa- 
tient special concern for human 
problems that transcends the strictly 
professional. 

Sister Catherine has stated her 
Luxe’’, not one the 
Sisters duty this hospital these 
many years has ever contracted the 
disease, though some them were 
here when sanitary conditions were 
very bad. Such are the plair facts which 
offer indisputable proof the feeble- 
ness the communicability 
sen’s disease endemic arca 
and explode the general 
the theory ‘‘prolonged and intimate 

more than one occasion the 
Sisters have been embarrassed sensa- 
tional stories the press cooked 
wildcat reporters about their work 
here; even religious leaders 
their own faith have given them pub- 
licity the fanfare variety via press 
and radio which was objectior 
them was the patients. the 
lighter side, Sister Catherine relates 
the following story: ‘‘I remember that 
when Sister Regina Purtell came 
Carville from 1522 the 
the paper that city where she was 
exceedingly well-known, featured her 
coming the most dramatic way. 
There was one description, 
not offensive the patients, which 
Sister Regina and laughed over heart- 
ily. was eye witness account 
Sister’s setting out from New Orleans 
all alone small row boat the 
Mississippi take her duties. The 
point that struck Sister Regina and 
being was the fact that the 
smallness the boat was emphasized 
and nothing said two 
hundred twenty pounds.”’ 

**see page 10** 
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THIS OUR GOAL 
HOSPITALS FOR CASES HANSEN’S DISEASE SHOULD THE SAME PAR WITH 


THOSE FOR TUBERCULOSIS, AND THE FREE COME AND 
AND TREATED LIKE ANY OTHER SICK PEOPLE. THEN THEY WOULD COME EARLY, 
LEARN ABOUT THE TRUE NATURE THE DISEASE AND THEMSELVES HELPED, 
AND KEEP OTHERS FROM GETTING IT. THAT TABOO AND ONLY 


WHISPERED ABOUT WILL NEVER SETTLED. 


E.R. Kellersberger 


EDITORIAL 


CHANGING TIMES 


Doctors and nurses visit this hospi- 
tal, one would expect, acquire 
first-hand knowledge Harsen’s dis- 
ease. The clergy, missionaries, Sunday 
Schooland other church groups come be- 
cause many sincerely feel that they can 
more service and have better un- 
derstanding our problem they meet 
the patients the place for them- 
selves. Legionnaires and members Vet- 
erans’ auxiliaries 
call see their buddies, the ex-service 
men, who are patients this hospital. 
The station personnel are free bring 
their visitors over the Rel- 
atives and friends oftcn make extended 
visits their dear ones. 

What about general visitors? past 
years, not infrequently theyhave been 
turned away the entrance gates. When 
wish the reply, ‘‘We would like 
see the place’’ has often been the 
‘‘no 

This state affairs was first brought 
our attention about two years ago 
the wife LSU prof who had 
read The Star that visitors were ad- 
mitted freely, but when she and her 
husband came they were not 
permitted come in. Even scme callers 
who came here salesmen 
see the canteen and factory represen- 
tatives see The Star, have becn de- 
nied admittance. This practice was 
brought crux not long ago when 


heard through reliable fellow-pa- 
tient that young man, from the pa- 
tient’s home town, the very early 
stazes Hansen’s disease, had been 
turned away the gate. seems that 
this prospective patient had come over 
with his family, ostensibly visit the 
hospital, but really wanted see 
the place for himself and get the lay 
the land before entering patient. 
For persor.al reasons the party did not 
divulge that they knew anyone the 
hospital. This classic example 
what comes carrying musty tra- 
ditions for actually, this case, the 
hospital itself was partially responsible 
for discouraging early case ad- 
mitted and, understand it, the 
admittance early cases primary 
goal. 

When the matter general visitors 
was discussed with Dr. Faget repre- 
sentatives The Star and the Patients’ 
Federation. stated that the practice 


not admitting general visitors was 


done solely for the protection the pa- 
tients many are here under 
assumed names and keep our where- 
abouts secret from friends and 
times even also 
spoke discouraging curiosity seekers. 
The MOC explained that the medical 
and nursing staff show professional vis- 
tors around and the chaplains take care 
the religious groups, but they would 
not have time escort general visitors. 
suggested that committee pa- 
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tients show this group around. 

have long contended that all visi- 
tors, the genuinely interested, the 
few curious, should admitted freely 
this hospital Guring visiting 
are ever lift the veil secrecy 
and mystery associated with this dis- 
ease and those who have it. refusing 
such admittance are defeat our 
educational program our very door- 
step. 

Any modification the sys- 
tem compulsory will de- 
pend large extert 
public viewpoint. Watson Miller, Fede- 
ral Security Administrator, who 
special interest our problem through 
the years, has strikes 
that time goes and grow 
up, some amelioration the present 
system may givena tryout. assume, 
view the almost complete lack 
changed scene the wou!d have 
that every visitor, practically without 
exception, after going through the hos- 
pital, leaves with new and better ideas 
than had. Usually say, 
has been revelation me.”’ 

Dr. Faget agreed change the out- 
moded policy the majority the pa- 
tients approved the idea. Notices were 
placed the patients’ bulletin board 
the Patients’ Federation announc- 
ing the proposed change and 
requesting that ary patient objecting 
general contact the chair- 
man the Federation. Not one objec- 
tion was raised. 

THE STAR, cooperating with the Pa- 
tients’ Federation, following through 
this progressive step. Nick Farrell, 
our sports editor, chairman com- 
mittee patients show general 
tors around the hospital. Our Recrea- 


tional Director will also available for 
this purpose. 

The statement carried every issue 
THE STAR that are admit- 
ted now has general application. 
Thus another cobwebby prececent has 
been broken more should be. 


CARVILLE 


lic Health Service, the use 
cillin V.D., held New 
March, served opportunity for 
several those attending come 
and take look this hospital. Among 
the callers were Dr. Frederick Chard 
and Dr. Jack Rodriguez, 
from the Rapid Treatment Center 
St. Louis, who came Carville vis- 
the Treatment An- 
other interested caller was Dr. Evelyn 
Wallace, resident ermatologist Uni- 
versity Hospital, lowa City, Iowa. 

Here for several March ob- 
serve recent trends inthe treatrrent 
Hansen’s disease were Dr. Wil- 
liams and Dr. Wedemeyer, Jr. who 
have lately completed their studies 
Yale Medical School and Roland George 
Chambers, senior medical student 
Yale. Young Chambers nephew 
the Archbishop Africa the Church 
England. 

Distinguished international medical 
men frequently visit this hospital. 
March brought group from 
the French Colonial Health Service, 
who are touring the United States 
the guests our government. Dr. Jo- 
hansen escorted the visitors over the 
hospital and stop was made the 
STAR printing plant where the doctors 
evidenced much interest the paper 
and requested that sent them. 
The group included Dr. Francis Borrey, 
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Nice, Dr. Ch. Cavalade, and Dr. Emile 
Arque, Marseille, France. Professeur 
Mee the Faculte Medecine, 
Paris, France, who came the 
with the party, did not make the trip 
South. Professeur Mee visited Car- 
ville about years ago. The French 
doctors said that they are 
all public health problems. All three 
saw service Africa and they are quite 
familiar with Hansen’s disease. The 
doctors explained that Hansen’s disease 
problem the French Colonies. 
They were keenly interested sulfa 
therapy with view introducing the 
Promin treatment their colonies. 

Among other visitors March were 
Dr. and Mrs Walker, New Or- 
leans, La., Anna Theresa Mock, Somer- 
ville, Mass., John O’Brien, Holyoke, 
Mass., Sister Evans, Baltimore, 
Md. and Sister Gertrude Vaeth, Dear- 
born, Michigan. 

March our Protestant Chaplain 
visitors signed the bock his 
quarters. These included official visi- 
tors the who are interested 
the work the Chaplain well 
those whose interest primarily the 
religious phases work among people 
who have Hansen’s disease. These visi- 
tors came from Australia, French West 
Africa, Ohio, Michigan, Louisiana, Col- 
Vermont, New Jersey, California, 
ware, and Visitors not official 
guests the Station were Mr. and Mrs. 
Griffor, Cleveland, Ohio, Mrs. 
Grace Trix and her deughter Margery, 
Detroit, Mich., Rev. Olin 
Baker, La., Rev. J]. Pennebaker, 
Jackson, La., Rev. James Belote, 
Washington, C., Miss Caroline 
Campbell, Bamako, French West Africa, 
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Rev. Guy Belamy, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., Rev. Lewis, Zachary, La., 
Sumrall, Miss Della Huggins, 
Mrs. Trousard all Baton Rouge, 
La., Mrs. Schuler, Wilmington, 
Del., and Mrs. Faulkner, Sacra- 
mento, Calif., who made her twenty- 
third visit here twenty-four years. 

group people from Adult Sun- 
day School Class the First Metho- 
dist Church, Baton were guests 
the Union Protestant Church Sun- 
day March They were under the 
Rev. Mr. Booth brought message. 

Sal ute Service** 

The Sisters here today employed 
the Federal Government are under- 
the direction Sister Teresa Kelley, 
Chief Nurse. Sister Teresa and the 
entire group whose shoulders has 
fallen the mantle thosefirst four pio- 
neer women, THE STAR offers warm 
appreciation their loyal service 
through the years. 


DR. FAGET RETURNS 


Dr. Faget, our Medical Officer 
Charge. who suffered heart attack 
23rd and since that time has 
been the U.S. Marine Hospital 
New Orleans, returned March 
the Station. Dr. Faget recuperating 
his quarters but will some time 
before able come over the 
hospital for daily active duty. 

Dr. Faget was greatly cheered the 
floral remembrances and ‘‘get 
him his hospitalization. 
all wish for speedy and complete 
recovery. 

NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 

When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our 
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FORERUNNER FLYING SERVICE 


Carville has finally witnessed the in- 
auguration new air feeder system 
between here and somewhere. Ever 
since commercial flying became rou- 
tine, local residents have debated 
feasibility our golf course kecoming 
airport. least the possibility for 
such operation has been est ablished 
the first and third greens the course 
the last day March. May cau- 
tion any who are pricing parachutes 
flying helmets that our village may 
scheduled anyone who may 
know the home base the Piper Cub, 
would you tell wherea ticket 
that inaugural run would have taken 
Where somewhere? 


HAVE YOU HEARD THAT 


Spann who general favorite 
with the patients this hospital was 
nominated Baton Rouge’s ‘‘Citizen 
The Week’’, the Heard From Had- 
ley’s radio program 
23rd). Mr. Spann was with 
handsome wrist watch recognition 
his ‘‘unswerving efforts toward open- 
ing Harding Field housing project 
for veterans and their The 
radio commentator who said, 
Spann still working make Baton 
Rouge better place could 
easily have added and Carville 
and been absolutely correct. Congra- 
tulations B.L.—al percent good 
guy. 


This hospital was the recipient 
complimentary CAMELS announced 
the Bob Hawk (CBS)radio program 
during the week March 1&th. There 
was pack and those who 
don’t smoke passed them on. 
theR. Reynolds Tobacco Company. 


Mrs. Nora Eveleth Malden, Mass., 
National President, Auxiliary United 
Spanish War Veterans pictured above 
Officers when they visited this hospital 
L3th. Front row (left right) 
Mrs. Clare Gebbard, New 
Dept. Chief Mrs. Eveleth, Mrs 
Aggie Gianelloni, Secretary, 
and Mrs. Lucy Favrot, Past Pres- 
ident, Baton Rouge. Back row 
right) Comrade Z.M. Inge, Dept. In- 
spector, Mrs. Jeannette Dept. 
Treasurer, and Mrs. Beulah inge, Dept. 
Presibent, all Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Eveleth, whose heacquarters 
are Washington was paying offi- 
cial visit tothe Dept. Louisiana and 
she stopped Carville greet two 
Veterans the Spanish American War 
who are patients this hospital. 
Mrs. Eveleth who gracious lady 
met many the patients including the 
staff members The Star. She de- 
clared that she was greatly impressed 
the work being done this group 
and pledged her support getting new 
subscribers throughout the country. 


**Pass THE STAR your friends** 
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READERS WRITE 


would like let you know how 
much the Patients here appreciate 
your magazine and the wonderful work 
you are doing try dispel the unto- 
ward fear our common malady. There 
doubt that conditions the Lep- 
rosarium, Chacachacare have consider- 
ably improved former 
years. The change better has 
been especially remarkable since the ad- 
vent Dr. our new Med- 
ical Superintendent, and Amcrican 
Sisters Mercy, who have helped 
bring our standard toavery high degree. 

When view retrospect the Lep- 
rosarium former days, can easily 
was utterly impossible for 
conditions then what they are to- 
day, owing the Lack co-operation 
from the Administration. Those who 
would have the success to- 
day always found rather difficult go- 
ing their efforts for 
refer tothe Sisters the Dominican 
Order, whom owe our deepest 
itude. When take intoconsideration 
the fact that these good souls were the 
pioneers establishing Nursing Sys- 
tem our Leprosarium, they are our 
estimation, the unshakeable founda 
tion upon improvements that 
are now being made our behalf, rest. 
merely express our not 
enough. thank God that this hap- 
turn events has made fully 
realize that that which they once lack- 
they now have, help and full 
ation from the Administration, added 
valuable Nursing strength from the six 
new American Sisters Mercy and the 
gratitude the entire Patient Com- 
munity. 


J.M. Patient, Chacackacare. 


Place The Star the public library your city 


pleased that you ran reply 
WORLD WITHIN WORLD. (Cri- 
tique-Star-Feb. whole inten- 
tion preparing the material was 
direct thought problem, with 
idea that anyone else could im- 
mediately devise sound, workable 
program. Ouly one phase the pro- 
and that is, are continue 
practice segregation, government and 
missionary funds can never adequate 
accomplish that countries like 
China, Africa and India. far more 
important question is, how sound 
trol measure. That, need 
vestigate thoroughly and without pre- 
judice. 

Perry Burgess, President 

Leonard Wood Memorial 

(American Leprosy oundation) 

olitan Tcwer, New York,N. 


Your most article, 
port from the Philippines’’, appearing 
THE STAR (Jan. 1946) was most 
touching. After finishing the article 
immediately started clothing cam- 
paign among the patients and parolers, 
well the personnel, here the 
Kalaupapa Leprosarium. This cam- 
paign well under way and the re- 
sponse has been tremenc ous. con- 
templated that the pooled clothing 
divided between the Central Luzon and 
Culion Leprosarium. 
Nui and kindest regards 
all the patients for better health. 

Congratulations The Star staff for 
the fine work they are doing radiating 
the light truth Hansen’s disease. 


Edward Bell, District Magistrate 
Kalawac, Kalaupapa, 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


When rains Carville pours and 
this reclaimed swamp returns its ear- 
lier state. The grounds lcok one vast 
lake, ditches and canals overflow and 
you can fishing your own front 
yard. Farly March, after night 
particularly hard rain, the boys actual- 
caught fish the ditch front 
our Recreation Building. 
not; can prove it! 

When Steve returned from his Spring 
vacation trip his horre, just North 
the Border, was wearing 
good looking belt. cid you get 
that swank belt, Steve, North South 
Steve replied, ‘‘was made right here 
Carville Joe. really knows his 
leather With that agree and 
does his work with minimum 
equipment right his own bedrocm. 


One our discharged patients wrote 
from his home town that had been 
nion street large sou- 
thern city. the number discharges 
gauge which can measure the 
possibility its recurrence this scene 
will reenacted many 
our cities the not 
future. 


the late 38’s [ot bought girl’s 
bike and breezed merrily around the 
walks it. Try she the other 
girls just get interested 
owning them. Then early both 
Kitty and Marie bought theirs and the 
craze hit the feminine population. The 
scarcer they became the stores the 
greater became our for them un- 
til today both Victory bicycles and pre- 
war ones are pretty numerous here. 
The most recent converts this busi- 
ness balancing two wheels instead 


two feet are Mary White, Grace and 
Nora. Grace, who only half-pint 
size, had her bike cut down enable 
her get her feet terra firma occa- 
sionally. Nora this writing going 
through that struggle trying stay 
balanced. offer her understanding 
sympathy for well remember the 
falls took. Should forget there 
are still the scars from the hruises 
remind us. 

Three more discharges granted 
John, Molly and Ernest who are home- 
ward bound. Maybe we’ll see you some 
time; but not Carville hope. 


have inordinate interest the 
automobile and steel strikes for they 
have very personal effect us. For 
long been anticipating the arri- 
valof our station wagons the 
American Legion Auxiliary through 
year’s National President, Mrs. Charles 
Gilbert) vacations and like 
thousands other orders ours 
ged down knee deep strikes. 

Despite the missing the 
vacation list stays crowced and ore 
must speak weeks advance place 
it. Easter and Christrras 
are our favorite times for trips. 


Elloit ‘‘Representative’’ Arlene 
mighty happy that native old 
Georgia. now listening his own 
brand new radio which was post-hol- 
iday gift from the 40&8, Grand Voiture 
Georgia, through the personal in- 
terest Paul Owen Atlanta 
Grand Cheminot. The Star got big 
kick out cooperating the arrange- 
ments, for Elloit definitely what one 
might designate ‘‘A Character’’. 


zz 


Looking from the levee, Protestant 
Chapel the reground and 
Catholic Chapel background 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 
THE CATHOLIC CHAPEL 
Father Abbot Paul, Chaplain 

erendA. Butt, J., Loyola Univer- 
sity, New Orleans, during Eoly Week, 
opening with sermon Wednesday 
evening, April 17th, and the 
High Mass Easter 
Butt, who spent four years Spain, 
will deliver sermons 
well English. 

During services, 
music will sung the patients’ 
choir. the Holy Thursday morning 
service, Lambilotte’s ‘‘Panis Angelicus”’ 
will rendered cappella mixed 
chorus. the Good Friday afternoon 
service, Palestrina’s 
will sung cappella four parts. 
The inspiring Easter liturgy will 
carried out follows: 

Processional: ‘‘Christus 
Ravanello Organ 

melody adapted from setting the 
Magnificat Palestrina— 

Proper the Mass: Introit ‘‘Re- 
dual dies’’, Tozer (SATB); 
Sequence ‘‘Victimae paschali’’, Grego- 
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Tozer (SATB); Communion ‘‘Pas- 
cha Tozer (SATB). 
Ordinary the Mass: All parts from 
the Gregorian wiih Cre- 
No. rendered antiphonally the 
men and women’s choir. 
Offertory Motet; Surrexit 
Nostra Gloria’’, magnificent expres- 
sion the Paschal joy, composed 
choir 
Queen Heaven, rejoice!), seven- 
teenth century motet -Antonio 
Lotti Mixed choir 

Organ 


EASTER SERVICE 
The Union Protestant Church 
Clifton Rash, Pastor. 


The .members the Protestant 
Group observe the pre-Easter season 
various ways. Some observe the pericd 
Lent after the manner tke litur- 
gical churches. Others special 
the Scriptures relating the suf- 
ferings, crucifixion and resurrection 
Jesus Christ. many it. time 
thoughtful meditation, prayer and 
contrition. 

Friday evenings 6:30 o’clock 
the Bible studies are devoted those 
passages recording the events Passion 
Week. 

the Sunday morning services, 
9:45 o’clock, the Scriptural lessons are 
taken from Christ’s teachings given 
while was preparation for His 
supreme sacrifice. 

Special messages will given 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 
special Communion Service will 
held the Chapel Maundy Thurs- 
day, April 18th. 10P. 


4 
. 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Brown 


Miss Elsie Faget has been discharged 
from the service (THE WAVES), and 
presently with her parents. 


Captain and Mrs. Wayne Rash visit- 
their parents, Chaplain and Mrs. 
Rash, recently. Captain Rash now 
terminal leave, the conclusion 
which will discharged from the 
United States Army. 


March 3rd, The War Department 
notified Mr. Edward Anclin (Carpenter 
Shop) that his son, Edwin 
Jr., (missing since March 1945 the 
South Pacific considered offi- 
cially dead. 


Mary Heuvel this station was one 
two players the St. Gabriel 
ketball team selected outstanding, 
with the title during 
February the TRI-PARISH RALLY, 
held Lutcher, Louisiana. 


the early March, Dr. and 
Mrs. Francis Dinan left motor for 
his old home Boston, Massachusetts 
where they will reside. Dr. Dinan will 
share office with his brother. The 
Dinans had been living Carville, Loui- 
siana for the past several months, where 
Dr. Dinan served the nearby communi- 
ties. Their many friends wish them well. 


With the week beginning March 
the 40hours work week was inaugura- 
ted for employees this station. 


this section the country when 
your deep well flows readily and con- 
tinually, you can bet that old ‘‘Father 
Mississippi recently proved again our 
guess was correct. Rising waters can 
expected each spring, asthe river car- 
ries melted ice and snow the north- 
ern states down the sea, but can 


feel reasonably certain that June 
everything will normal again. 


Increased activity noted the 
part the gardeners the 
station, now that the weather balmy, 
the grass becoming and all 
signs point the fact that 
around the 


Dr. and Mrs. Johansen 
open house March 18th honor 
their guests, Dr. and Mrs. Hassel- 
tine Bristol, Vt. The house was heau- 
tifully decorated with spring flowers 
and collation was served. Mrs. 
Prejean presided over the 
vice, and Mrs. George Fite poured cof- 
fee. Many friends the Hasseltines, 
both the station ard the neigh- 
borhood, called during the afternoon. 

Mrs. Perry Land and Mrs. Alex Haase 
were co-hostesses the Personnel 
Bridge Club the evening March 
21st. The occasion served honor Dr. 
and Mrs. Hasseltine and Dr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Pogge. The Pogges were 
presented witha handsome silver sand- 
wich tray asa parting gift from the 
Marine Hospital Golf Club and the sta- 
tion personnel. Dr. Johansen made the 
presentation and Perry Lard read 
original rhyme. Dr. Pogge 
responded. 


Radio Man 2/c David Stanley was 
home leave recently. states 
expects his ship the New Or- 
leans area the future. 


The Greens Committee the Ma- 
rine Hospital Golf Club has announced 
RINGERS’ TOURNAMENT the 
local golf course, begin March 31. 
The tournament scheduled ex- 
tend weeks. 
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Baton Rouge 
Shop 


Phone 2-4421 


FOR YOUR BANKING 

SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 


LOUIS CARVILLE 


Checking Accounts Loans 

Savings Accounts Exchange GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

Christmas Savings Deposit Boxes 


have stock-We will get it! 


THE CANTEEN 
Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 
Owned and operated the patients 


Weir, 
PRINT SHOP 


Solicits your patronage 
Social and business letter heads, 
envelopes and cards 


Mail orders promptly filled 
Reasonable 


Bank Money Orders 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window,- 


let know any way can serve 


you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 

BATON ROUGE 

Established 1910 Member 


THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
The purpose this publication to: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s Disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 


Address 


City 


< 


| | 


4 


FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known 
existed the family. During its years 
existance, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
asingle member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 


Since 1solation the bacil- 
lus, attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have 
met the for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers 
tempted the germ. 


1874 Armauer Hansen. Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 


not forwarded. 
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The majority our patients come betwecn 
the ages and 30. Now statistically, and 
you were just book. that not 
mean anything rrore than just fact you. But 
stop consider. What dces life mean the av- 
erage person between the ages 30. 
means brightest and most That 


span years represents the time when per- 


son most helpful, most hopeful and most ac- 
tive. Then, without warning many cases, 
leprosy strikes its stunning blow. you 
that for many the patients the diagnosis 
leprosy comes with great shock would 
you; and then, while yet reeling under 
that blow, comes (often within com- 
plete separation from that lovec and com- 
plete and sudden cessation his life’s work. 
protect their families many the patients live 
under assumed for leprosy even more 
social tragedy than medical disease. 
Extract from talk given 
Sister Catherine Sullivan 


By 


